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End of Afghan Rule in Bengal

Building an empire extending from sea to sea became a magnificent
obsession withAkbar ever since his visit to the port atCambay. The
immensity of the ocean cast a spell on him, and he one day told his
top Rajput confidant, Raja Bhagwan Das, in the midst of an anima-
ted conversation about war and peace: "The wealth that came to my
liand in Ahmedabad did not fascinate me half as much as did the
waves of the ocean at Cambay. I was carried away by the sheer
bigness of the spectacle* What security will an empire enjoy if it
is flanked by the ocean OB either side. Mountains can be con-
quered with ease, but not the sea. My forefathers made light work
of the Hindukush and seized Hindustan. My sights are now fixed
on the east. The conquest of Bengal is a necessity for the security
of our empire."
The Raja concurred. He knew it was of little avail to try to
dissuade Akbar from a declared resolve. The Padshah regarded
war as a mode of divine worship, a means to the realization of
the highest form of dharma by a king. Nearly the whole of north-
western and central India was under his sway. Now the east
beckoned him.
Ibn-Batuta described Bengal as a hell full of good things. Its
incredible wealth and the beauty of its fauna and flora, made it
a paradise while its many diseases, its epidemics, its hurricanes,
tornados and other recurring natural calamities made it truly
infernal
But Akbar was lured not by the famed riches of the region, but